About the Book and Card Game

“What do you really want to do?”

Ah, the timeless question asked to the over 10 million of the workforce employed in the food service industry; waiters and waitresses in a transitional job to become something or someone else.  Why?  Because no one would want to be a waiter, right? 

Matt Lehman does and Clam Chowder:  A Server’s Field Manual is his “How-to” for anyone else along this career path. The book is a cleansing of the soul for those that have survived the front of the house and an eye-opening experience for those that have never donned an apron and said, “What can I get you to drink”.  The 6 main chapters cover which restaurants to work in, why wait tables in the first place, with whom you’ll be working, customers, what to do while you are at work, and the dungeon (the real life stories of debauchery the author has seen and done, too obnoxious to be real, but all are completely true). 

Shifts of refilling sodas, complaining customers and being triple sat drains servers.  With this in mind, Clam Chowder’s construction fits easily into aprons where it can be read “on the fly”.  What better way to kill time on a slow shift than pouring through relatable stories of the good, the bad and the overcooked?    “Pick it up between tables, laugh and go back to the grind”, Matt suggests. The construction of the chapters allow the reader to begin wherever they choose, ideal when you have only 30 seconds before you must greet your new table.   Throughout the book are ‘tips’ dubbed fast food boxes for those that just want the down and dirty. These tips offer simple but often forgotten principles like running your uniform through the dish machine to get that deep clean.

In addition to the book, Matt Lehman created Clam Chowder:  The Server’s Card Game.  Designed to entertain servers and bartenders as they trudge through their shifts, the game encourages tomfoolery and imagination.  Watch the shift turn from monotonous to humorous as each player completes requests such as telling a table you’re aspiring to be an opera singer and giving them a sample of your talent to serving your customers soup with a fork. 

Clam Chowder:  A Server’s Field Manual depicts the restaurant as a grooming ground for big dreams, con jobs, and repeating nightmares; humorously using his narrative chops to unfold the inner workings of a restaurant


Together they package savvy insights and amusing capers fitting nicely into the aprons of the “slaves to the almighty tip”.

About the Author

On his journey to becoming an author, Matt Lehman has spent time as an actor, house painter, musician, apartment manager, deejay, screenwriter, poet, and assistant director – to name a few.  A native of Ohio, Matt Lehman resided in as many cities as he has dabbled in jobs.  He trekked across the U.S. for work, love, adventure, and sanity.  From the Midwest, over to the east coast, down to the southwest, on to the west coast, he inked his experiences while subsidizing his ventures in the profession he knows best; food service.  

Reading book after book on waiting tables, Matt Lehman felt none honestly captured what it is to work in the food service industry. Thus, he began writing his experiences of the so-called hospitality trenches, seeking to open the doors to kitchens and service stations everywhere.  His tenure provided a wellspring of stories and advice begging to be shared.  After all, restaurants are grooming grounds for big dreams, con jobs, and repeating nightmares, they very meat and potatoes of the Clam Chowder set.

Clam Chowder:  The Server’s Field Manual and Clam Chowder:  The Card Game can be purchased at www.clamchowder.biz, amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com, and indiezon.con.  For more information, including scheduling author appearances or interviews, please contact Velcro Crayons Publishing at 323.252.8167 or email velcro47@clamchowder.biz.

